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Policy on Program Closures Mandated by State Law

(A) 	Purpose
This policy outlines the expedited process by which Youngstown State University will comply with newly enacted state law (Advance Higher Education Act) requiring the closure of academic programs that, on average, graduate fewer than five students over three consecutive years. The policy ensures compliance with the law while maintaining transparency and communication with affected faculty.
(B)	Background
Pursuant to ORC Section 3345.454; Retrenchment and Program Elimination, a state institution of higher education is required to inactivate/eliminate any academic program that produces, on average, fewer than five graduates over a three-year period. This mandate requires that inactivation/elimination occurs within 90 days after the effective date of the law (September 25, 2025).  In subsequent years, programs subject to elimination must be inactivated by August 15 following the completion of the academic year that triggered the program elimination.  
In recognition of this statutory requirement, and with the agreement of both the Academic Senate and the YSU-OEA Executive Committees, Youngstown State University will implement a streamlined process to close such programs in a timely and efficient manner, providing a decision was made to not seek a waiver from the Chancellor or in the event that the waiver was denied.
(C)	Policy
1. Applicability
This policy applies exclusively to academic program closures that are explicitly required by state law due to insufficient graduate output (fewer than five graduates, averaged over three consecutive years).
2. Expedited Process
a. The standard internal approval process for program closures—through the department, college, and Academic Senate—will be suspended for closures mandated by this law.
b. The Provost (or designee) will convene a meeting with the faculty of each affected program to present the relevant graduate data, explain the statutory requirement, and discuss next steps.
c. No vote is required at the departmental, college, or Academic Senate level, as the closure is not subject to institutional discretion.
3. Notification and Reporting
a. The Provost will report each mandated closure to the Academic Senate as an informational item at the next scheduled meeting following the faculty meeting.
b. A formal record of the closure will be maintained by the Office of Academic Affairs and shared with the relevant accrediting bodies, where applicable.
4. Student Support
Departments shall work with the Office of Academic Affairs and other relevant offices to support currently enrolled students to have a clear and viable path to degree completion.
(D) 	Review and Revisions
This policy will be reviewed annually and revised as needed to ensure compliance with any changes in state law or institutional governance agreements.
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