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̾`ok iypzpz ivuzpz{z wykipzks¡ pu {ok lgi{ {og{ {ok vsj pz j¡pun guj {ok     

new cannot be born; in this interregnum a great variety of morbid  

z¡tw{vtz gwwkgy̮̿Antonio Gramsci

̾`ok vsj ~vysj pz j¡puṉ guj {ok uk~ ~vysj z{y|nnskz {v hk hvyṵ uv~ 
pz {ok {ptk vl tvuz{kyz̮̿ _sg}vq fp¢kr͂z ̝svvzk̞ {yguzsg{pvu vl Sygtzip



Without an unflinching honesty about where we are, we cannot discern where we need to go.



What does a pedagogical praxis rooted in hope look like?



What does a pedagogical praxis rooted in hope look like
j|ypun {ok ̾{ptk vl tvuz{kyz̸̿



Hope is not a lottery ticket you can sit on the sofa and clutch, feeling lucky. It 
is an axe you break down doors with in an emergency....To hope is to give 
yourself to the future - and that commitment to the future is what makes the 
wykzku{ puoghp{ghsk̮̿

Rebecca Solnit, Hope in the Dark



Hope is not a lottery ticket you can sit on the sofa and clutch, feeling lucky. It 
is an axe you break down doors with in an emergency....To hope is to give 
yourself to the future - and that commitment to the future is what makes the 
present inhabitable.̿

Rebecca Solnit, Hope in the Dark



Hope = Agency + Pathway(s)

(McGowan & Felten, 2021)



Flickr user ume-y

Structures of inequality will always reproduce themselves until we 
intervene to stop that reproduction.



How do we intervene?





What can we no longer ignore about our students and their 
learning?

And what are we going to do with this knowledge?



In education, the opposite of hope is fear.



Are we making decisions from a place of fear?



When we make decisions based in fear, we become hoarders. We clutch harder 
at what we see as scarce, because it gives us the illusion of control.



How many students are experiencing college this way?



Weaponized Design

̾kski{yvupi z¡z{ktz ~ovzk jkzpnuz kp{oky jv uv{ giiv|u{ lvy gh|zp}k gwwspig{pvu vy 
~ovzk |zky k wkypkuikz jpyki{s¡ ktwv~ky g{{girkyz̮̿-Cade, On Weaponised Design

https://ourdataourselves.tacticaltech.org/posts/30-on-weaponised-design/


Henry Dreyfuss, 

The Measure of Man (1959)

̾U{ pz uv{ i|z{vtgy¡ {v jkzpnu lvy k}ky¡vuk̮ 
The few at either end of the normal curve 
may be so extreme that an encompassing 
design could become too large or too 
k wkuzp}k {v wyvj|ik̮̿

Quoted in Pater (2016)

http://thepoliticsofdesign.com/about-the-book








̾Ypztg{io̿

̾Ypztg{iokz gyk hgyypkyz {v 

interacting with the world 

around us. They are a 

byproduct of how our 

~vysj pz jkzpnukj̯ 

mismatches are the 

building blocks of 

k is|zpvu̮̿-Kat 

Holmes

https://mitpress.mit.edu/books/mismatch






Dehumanization, which marks not only those whose humanity has been 
stolen, but also (though in a different way) those who have stolen it, is a 
distortion of the vocation of becoming more fully human.   

Paulo Freire, Pedagogy of the Oppressed , ch. 1



How many students are experiencing college this way?



Educere (Latin): to draw out, to draw forth

Flickr user Fabian Gutierrez



U{͂z ogyj {v jyg~ zvtk{opun lvy{o pl p{͂z hkopuj g lkuik̮

Flickr user Carmen Shields



Diversity statements are not enough.



̾ck gyk vwku {v og}pun {ok {v|no ivu}kyzg{pvuz̯̿



Flickr user Alex Liivet

We should design courses for students, not in spite of them.



̾Ov}kypun ivu{ku{̿ pz zvtk{opun {kgiokyz jv̱ uv{ z{|jku{z̮



Xk{͂z iykg{k zwgikz {og{ lvz{ky tkgupunl|s guj nku|puk \^Q_QZOQ



Where, and How, does the most meaningful learning occur?



Where, to whom, and how do we allocate resources?



Teacher working conditions are 
student learning conditions.


