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Please write a brief summary of the report the Committee is submitting to the Senate:

The committee was asked about its interpretation of the Charter and Bylaws regarding the following question: Can department chairs serve as department senators?

The committee’s interpretation is that chairs, since they are considered faculty, can serve in such positions.

If substantive changes in your committee recommendation are made from the floor, would the committee prefer that the matter be sent back to committee for further consideration? Yes

Charter and Bylaws Committee Report
September 30, 2026

This report comes from a question raised by multiple people across campus.

Question
Can department chairs serve as department senators?

Committee’s Response
Department chairs who hold faculty status can serve as department senators without any issues.

Our rationale comes from two parts of the Charter.
Article II.5 states:
“For the purpose of this Charter and Bylaws, all academic department chairs, …, who meet the above definition as Faculty, shall also be considered as administrators.”
Article III.2(b) states:
“The remainder of the Faculty Administrators [after filling the 15 administrative senator positions] are eligible to seek election as Faculty.”

These two statements indicate that a department chairperson who is a faculty member and is not currently serving as an administrative senator can serve in any role in which other faculty can serve.
