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Profile of the Institution

Youngstown State University, a comprehensive, public, not-for-profit institution, is a major driver of the region’s economy 
and plays an enormous role in the educational, financial and social well-being of Northeast Ohio, Western Pennsylvania 
and beyond. With nearly 13,000 students, more than 2,000 employees and nearly 100,000 alumni around the world, YSU 
embraces the important role it plays in helping turn students into professional, successful and productive members of society. 
Now entering its 12th decade, Youngstown State University remains committed to increasing excellence in all that we do and 
to providing the leadership and opportunities needed to make our region a better place to live, learn and succeed.

History and Overview
YSU’s origins trace to 1908, when the local branch of the YMCA established a school of law within the Youngstown 

Association School. Over the next six decades, the school was transformed into the Youngstown Institute of Technology, 
Youngstown College, Youngstown University and finally to Youngstown State University in 1967, when it became part of the 
state system. As the Mahoning and Shenango valleys have emerged from their industrial past, the University is viewed now 
more than ever as a major catalyst for the future, attracting world-class faculty to the area, providing economic stimulus and 
producing energetic, talented graduates ready to make their mark on the region and the world.

Mission
Youngstown State University—an urban research university—emphasizes a creative, integrated approach to education, 

scholarship, and service. The University places students at its center; leads in the discovery, dissemination, and application of 
knowledge; advances civic, scientific, and technological development; and fosters collaboration to enrich the region and the 
world.

The University:

•  Creates diverse educational 
experiences that develop ethical, 
intellectually curious students who are 
invested in their communities;

•  Provides access to a broad range of 
undergraduate programs;

•  Offers graduate programs in selected 
areas of excellence, including those 
that meet the needs of the region;

•  Supports economic development 
through applied learning and research;

•  Integrates teaching and learning, 
scholarship, and civic engagement;

•  Fosters understanding of diversity, 
sustainability, and global perspectives; 
and

•  Advances the intellectual and cultural life of the city, region, and world.

To learn more about how YSU lives its mission, visit https://ysu.edu/accreditation/mission.

Vision
Youngstown State University will become a national model for university-community engagement that enhances teaching 

and learning, student and faculty research, and community well-being. The University will expand its regionally focused 
mission to include national and international emphases, while working with other colleges and universities, business and 
industry, and the K-12 community to stimulate the economic, technological, and cultural rebirth of Ohio.

http://www.ysu.edu/
https://ysu.edu/accreditation/mission


Strategic Planning
The university’s Mission and Vision were revised in 2010 as part of the YSU 2020 strategic plan. YSU 2020 established 

four cornerstones: Accountability and Sustainability, Student Success, the Urban Research University Transition, and 
Regional Engagement.

The planning process for a new strategic plan for the University began in 2018, led by the Strategic Planning Organization 
Team and composed of representatives of faculty, administration, staff, students and the Board of Trustees. Using the input 
of faculty, staff, students and the community, the University aspires to develop a new strategic plan that facilitates positive 
change, builds on current strengths, improves the culture of community, and positions YSU to be increasingly successful in 
the face of a constantly changing higher education landscape.

Governance
The University is governed by a Board of Trustees consisting of 11 members appointed by the governor. Two of the 

trustees are YSU students. The Board also recently appointed its first national/global trustee, a nonvoting member. The 
president of the Academic Senate as an ex officio member of the BOT Academic and Student Affairs Committee

The board maintains four standing committees: Academic and Student Success, Institutional Engagement, Finance and 
Facilities, and University Affairs. Other ad hoc and special committees and subcommittees include Governance, Executive, 
Collective Bargaining and Negotiations, Trusteeship, Audit and Investment. The board’s committees meet four times a year, 
with additional meetings scheduled as needed.

Ohio Department of Higher Education, is the governmental 
office supports the success of 13 public university campuses, 
one independent medical college, 24 regional branch campuses, 
and 23 community colleges, as well as adult literacy and adult 
workforce centers. 

Academics
YSU offers more than 100 undergraduate majors, including 

certificates, associate, and bachelor’s degrees; more than 40 
master’s programs; an educational specialist program and 
doctoral degree programs in educational leadership, physical 
therapy, and materials science and engineering.

Academic programs are offered through the following 
colleges:

• Beeghly College of Education
• Bitonte College of Health and Human Services
• Cliffe College of Creative Arts and Communication
• College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences
• College of Science, Technology, Engineering and 
  Mathematics
• Williamson College of Business Administration
• College of Graduate Studies

In addition, the University offers distinctive programs 
in its Honors College, is a member of the Northeast Ohio 
Medical University consortium and offers an MFA through 
the Northeast Ohio MFA consortium. The University also has 
five Centers of Excellence: Materials Science and Engineering, 
Advanced Manufacturing Research, International Business, 

Sports Medicine and Applied Biomechanics, and the Centofanti Center for Health and Welfare for Vulnerable Populations. 
The YSU Office of Distance Education supports accredited online degree programs for bachelor’s and master’s students in 
fully online formats.

https://ysu.edu/strategic-planning/present-strategic-plan
https://ysu.edu/strategic-planning
https://ysu.edu/board-of-trustees
https://www.ohiohighered.org/board
https://ysu.edu/academics
https://ysu.edu/academics/beeghly-college-education
https://ysu.edu/academics/bitonte-college-health-and-human-services
https://ysu.edu/academics/cliffe-college-creative-arts-and-communication
https://ysu.edu/academics/college-liberal-arts-social-sciences
https://ysu.edu/academics/science-technology-engineering-mathematics
https://ysu.edu/academics/science-technology-engineering-mathematics
https://ysu.edu/academics/williamson-college-business-administration
https://ysu.edu/academics/college-graduate-studies
https://ysu.edu/academics/honors-college
http://www.neomed.edu/
http://www.neomed.edu/
http://neomfa.org/
https://ysu.edu/news/ysu-establishes-five-centers-excellence-approves-two-new-degrees
http://cms.ysu.edu/administrative-offices/distance-education/distance-education


Accreditation
The Higher Learning Commission recently affirmed YSU’s accreditation through the year 2027. A team of HLC reviewers 

from across the country visited YSU in March 2018, and the commission officially affirmed a positive result in August 2018, 
scheduling the next comprehensive accreditation review for 2027. The HLC report noted that YSU “has made tremendous 
progress in overcoming previous major challenges, most notably in the areas of fiscal health and enrollment,” making 
difficult decisions to eliminate a structural deficit and taking steps to reverse declining enrollment.

For more information on HLC, including the YSU Assurance Argument and the full HLC Review Team report, visit 
https://ysu.edu/accreditation.

The University also has achieved 
accreditation through its work 
with various agencies including 
the AACSB (the Association to 
Advance Collegiate Schools of 
Business), the Accreditation Board 
for Engineering and Technology, 
the Council for the Accreditation of 
Educator Preparation, the National 
Association of Schools of Music, 
the Commission on Collegiate 
Nursing Education and the (CAEP) 
Council on the Accreditation of 
Educator Preparation.

Students
Overall headcount enrollment 

for Fall semester 2018 was 
12,696, up 0.4 percent from the previous year. Full-time equivalent enrollment increased 1.3 percent to 10,566. It was the 
third consecutive annual FTE increase, up 5.3 percent from 10,034 in Fall 2015. Fall 2018 enrollment included 11,531 
undergraduate students and 1,165 graduate students. Nearly 84 percent of students are Ohio residents. Minority student 
enrollment represents 15 percent of the total student population. An additional 3.6 percent of total enrollment are international 
students.

The Fall 2018 freshman class of 2,383 students is up 31 percent from four years ago. The freshman class also boasts 
average high school GPAs of 3.35, the highest in YSU history. The recently reimagined YSU Honors College continues to 
grow. For the second consecutive year, more than 300 freshmen enrolled in the College. Four years ago, Honors College 
freshmen enrollment was 96.

While YSU serves a large number of commuter students, more than 10 percent live on or around campus in either 
university-owned or private residence halls and/or apartments. All university resident halls and apartments are at capacity, as 
are recently opened private apartments, which house nearly 600 additional students. 

The overall student-to-faculty ratio is 14:1. Average class size is 21.

Job placement of undergraduate students was 60% for 2016-17 and is a high priority. Not only does YSU have the third 
lowest tuition in the State of Ohio and is the 7th most affordable nationally, nearly $9 million in scholarships is distributed 
annually via the YSU Foundation. In addition, a $100 million capital campaign is 83% completed. 

The Andrews Student Recreation and Wellness Center offers a wide variety of exercise, fitness and wellness activities and 
programs to students. The University has more than 40 intramural sports and recreational programs, events and clinics, and it 
has nearly 240 student organizations, ranging from the Youngstown Environmental Sustainability Society and the Institute for 
Industrial Engineers to nine fraternities and 10 sororities. 

Many of the institution’s student organizations forge partnerships with local businesses and offer students an opportunity 
to gain real-world experience. Study abroad and faculty-led study tours throughout the world are available to students 
through the International Programs Office. To help boost student success and increase retention, a wide variety of services, 
including free tutoring, supplemental instruction and peer mentoring, are offered through the Marion G. Resch Center for 
Student Progress.

https://ysu.edu/accreditation
https://ysu.edu/sites/default/files/institutional-research/9_11_18_update/ADAPreliminary%20Fall%202018.pdf
https://ysu.edu/sites/default/files/institutional-research/9_11_18_update/ADAPreliminary%20Fall%202018.pdf
http://cms.ysu.edu/administrative-offices/housing-and-residence-life/housing-residence-life
http://cms.ysu.edu/administrative-offices/campus-recreation-and-wellness/campus-recreation
https://ysu.edu/international-programs-office
https://ysu.edu/center-for-student-progress
https://ysu.edu/center-for-student-progress


Employees

Faculty
In Fall 2018, YSU employed 411 full-time faculty 

members, as well as 569 part-time adjunct faculty. 
Additionally, YSU employs 40 department chair 
administrators with some teaching responsibilities. 
Faculty members are committed to the success 
of students and are actively engaged in research, 
scholarship and service. Faculty and staff earned $8.9 
million in research and service grants during fiscal 
year 2018, the highest amount in nine years. Faculty 
also helped establish research collaborations with eight 
foreign countries, 12 industry partners, 21 universities 
and 75 other sponsors, ranging from Lockheed Martin 
and the National Science Foundation to Mercy Health 
and several local school districts. 

Classified, Professional, Administrative Staff
Youngstown’s 2018 classified, professional and administrative staff include roughly 668 full-time, 356 part-time 

employees, and 245 graduate/doctoral assistants. They are distinguished by their dedication and loyalty to the institution’s 
mission and students and are critical to the overall success of the institution and students. They recruit, advise, register, 
employ, lead, protect and engage students outside the classroom. 

Employees are represented by four unions:

• YSU-Ohio Education Association (faculty)
• YSU-Association of Classified Employees (classified staff)
• YSU-Association of Professional and Administrative Staff
• YSU-Fraternal Order of Police (police officer and dispatchers)

The President
James P. Tressel became the ninth president of Youngstown State 

University on July 1, 2014. Since then, the university has made 
remarkable strides: enrollment and student retention continue to rise; 
freshmen classes are more academically-accomplished; graduation 
numbers are at an all-time high; grants, scholarship endowments and 
donations are soaring; campus housing has increased; the university 
earned affirmation of accreditation from the Higher Learning 
Commission; and streets on and around campus have undergone 
significant upgrades.

A native of Northeast Ohio, Tressel earned a bachelor’s degree 
in Education from Baldwin-Wallace College and a master’s degree 
in Education from the University of Akron.  He was head football 
coach at YSU for 15 years, winning four national championships. 
He also was head football coach at Ohio State for 10 years, winning 
seven Big Ten titles, earning ten bowl appearances and winning 
the 2002 National Championship. After leaving Ohio State, Tressel 
served as executive vice president for Student Success at the 
University of Akron, and then returned to YSU in 2014 as president.

President Tressel can be followed on twitter, @JimTressel5



Budget
YSU’s Fiscal Year 2019 operating budget, developed in conjunction with the University Budget Advisory Council, is 

$181.75 million. State of Ohio operating appropriations make up 27 percent of total general fund revenues, while tuition 
and fee income make up 70 percent. The remaining 3 percent comes from investment income, auxiliary charges and other 
miscellaneous sources. YSU’s tuition is traditionally among the lowest in the state and nation, recently ranking seventh in 
the list of the 100 Most Affordable Colleges and Universities. The university recently approved the Penguin Tuition Promise, 
under which tuition is frozen over the four years of a student’s enrollment at YSU. The YSU Foundation, whose sole purpose 
is to benefit Youngstown State University, provides more than $8.3 million in scholarship assistance annually for students.. 

The Campus
The 140-acre YSU campus has a park-like central core ringed by classroom and administrative buildings, anchored by 

Jones Hall (the University’s “Old Main”) at the corner of Wick and Lincoln avenues. The campus of rolling green mounds, 
considered to be one of the safest in the state, provides an aesthetic and peaceful setting, featuring a variety of trees, plant 
life and the occasional scurrying squirrel or chipmunk. In fact, for the past several years, the Arbor Day Foundation has 
designated YSU a Tree Campus USA. In addition, the university is a leader in recycling, placing first in Ohio in the annual 
nationwide RecycleMania competition.

Wick Avenue, a main entryway to campus, recently underwent a major transformation with new lighting, curbing, paving 
and decorative sidewalks, including the red block “Y” at most intersections. Similar plans are in the works for Fifth Avenue 
on the west side of campus, where a new Barnes & Noble bookstore and Starbucks café recently opened. The new privately-
run Enclave student apartments opened Fall 2018 on Wick Avenue, a development that also includes the soon-to-be Mercy 
Health Student Health Wick Primary Care facility. The Ward Beecher Planetarium, which attracted more than 10,000 visitors 
last year, boasts state-of-the-art sound and video capabilities. Athletic facilities include Stambaugh Stadium, Beeghly Center 
and Farmers National Bank Field, as well as an on-campus softball field. Cultural facilities include the McDonough Museum 
of Art, as well as an art gallery, two theaters and a recital hall in Bliss Hall. Students in the Dana School of Music regularly 
perform at Stambaugh Auditorium and the Butler Institute of American Art, adjacent to campus. Students in the physical 
therapy program provide 
services at the Midlothian 
Free Clinic. Among the 
many laboratories across 
campus are the X-Ray 
Diffraction Laboratory, 
the Electron Microscopy 
Facility, the Dental Hygiene 
Lab, the Photonics and 
Semiconductor Lab, the 
Center for Advanced 
Materials Analysis, the 
new Masternick Nursing 
Simulation Lab, the ConneX 
lab and Launch Lab. 

http://cms.ysu.edu/administrative-offices/vice-president-finance-and-business-operations/budget-planning
https://www.collegeconsensus.com/schools/youngstown-state-university/
https://ysu.edu/ysu-penguin-tuition-promise


Fundraising
The University’s $100 million “We See Tomorrow” campaign, the largest fund-raising effort in YSU’s 110-year history, 

has exceeded the $80 million mark. The campaign has already received major gifts to create several academic chairs and 
professorships, fund scholarship and student work opportunities, establish Classrooms of the Future across campus and 
establish the new Mahoning Valley Innovation and Commercialization Center.

The university’s fund-raising efforts are led by the YSU Foundation, an independent 501 (c )(3) organization with a 
separate governing board. The YSU Board of Trustees and the YSU Foundation Board of Trustees reached an agreement 

in November 2014 that transferred all University 
development functions to the Foundation. The 
Foundation, with more than $245 million in assets, 
is the largest endowment among public universities 
in Northeast Ohio, providing more than $8 million 
in scholarships for YSU students every year.

Athletics
YSU is an NCAA Division I institution. 

The football team, which has four national 
championships, is in the Missouri Valley Football 
Conference and the NCAA’s Football Championship 
Subdivision (formerly Division I-AA); other teams 
compete in the Horizon League. Men’s sports 
include baseball, basketball, cross country, football, 
golf, tennis, and track and field. Women’s sports 
include basketball, bowling, cross country, golf, 
soccer, softball, swimming and diving, tennis, track 
and field, and volleyball. The team mascot is Pete 
the Penguin. YSU student-athletes also excel in the 
classroom. Student athletes boast a 3.17 GPA, with 
50 student-athletes posting GPAs of 4.0 in Spring 
semester 2018. 

The Youngstown Region
Youngstown is located in northeastern Ohio along the Mahoning River, 65 miles southeast of Cleveland and 61 miles 

northwest of Pittsburgh. The county seat of Mahoning County, Youngstown is part of the Mahoning Valley region, with a 
population of more than 600,000. The region boasts an affordable cost of living and one of the country’s most affordable 
housing markets. Business opportunities, talented young people and cultural enrichment are plentiful. Entrepreneur magazine 
has recognized the Youngstown/Warren area among the top 10 places to start a business.

Cultural offerings are abundant, including events at entertainment venues such as the DeYor Performing Arts Center, 
Stambaugh Auditorium, Packard Music Hall, the Covelli Centre and the Warren Amphitheater. DeYor houses the Youngstown 
Symphony Orchestra, which has contributed to the musical and educational life of the Mahoning Valley for 82 years. 
Stambaugh Auditorium and Packard Music Hall also host numerous musical and cultural events. The Youngstown Playhouse, 
a community theater company, performs a variety of plays and musicals year-round and has been active for more than 80 
years. Covelli Centre attracts a broad range of popular musical acts and performers and is home to the Youngstown Phantoms, 
a U.S. Hockey League team. In the summer, Warren Amphitheater features outdoor concerts and movies. And a new outdoor 
amphitheater is under construction now near the Mahoning River in downtown Youngstown. The region’s cultural value is 
also enriched by the Butler Institute of American Art, adjacent to the YSU campus. The Butler was the country’s first museum 
dedicated to American art and showcases its extensive collection at no charge to the public. Other area museums offer a look 
at the rich history of the region, with extensive collections on display at the Arms Family Museum of Local History, the 
Youngstown Historical Center of Industry and Labor, the National Packard Museum and the Sutliff Museum in Warren. 

http://ysufoundation.com/
http://www.ysusports.com/landing/index


The OH WOW! Children’s Center for 
Science and Technology offers hands-on 
educational exhibits and interactive activities. 
Mill Creek Park encompasses about 3,000 
acres and 15 miles of trails and offers 
gardens, streams, lakes, woodlands, meadows 
and wildlife. A bike trail links Mahoning and 
Trumbull counties, and serious cyclists can 
ride the trail from Trumbull County north to 
Lake Erie. Sports enthusiasts have a variety 
of offerings. In addition to Phantoms hockey, 
the region is home to a Cleveland Indians 
minor league baseball team, the Mahoning 
Valley Scrappers. A short drive to Cleveland 
or Pittsburgh provides access to major league 
baseball, NFL, NBA and NHL games.

Additional information on the Youngstown 
region is available at: 
www.regionalchamber.com. 

http://www.regionalchamber.com
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